
 

 

 
• Karen Hutchinson 
• Bobbie Quick 
• All Manor &  
       Mondell  
      Residents 
 

THE MESSENGER 
MARCH & APRIL 2021 

 

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
23 N. SENECA AVE.,  P.O. BOX 579 

NEWCASTLE, WY 82701 
Office 307-746-4119~Parsonage 307-746-9459 

 

REVEREND BRENDA TORRIE 
Our mission statement: Passion for Christ, Compassion for all. 

Special thanks to Pastor 
Brenda & Elaine Wilcomb 
for helping Jess fold the 

Jan/Feb messenger. 
Follow 10 am Worship Services at 

KASL 1240 AM 

OR watch a replay of the service on our website 

fumcnewcastle.com 

Also on YouTube  

Office hours: M-Th. 8 am—12 pm 

Do call 307-746-4119  

for any pastoral needs. 

Mandatory face masks when in  
the church building!  

A Do No Harm decision made  
by leadership. 

Thank you for abiding. 

e-mail: fumc@fumcnewcastle.com 
Web: www.fumcnewcastle.com 

Facebook: @FUMCNewcastleWY WELCOME 



 

 

PASTOR’S NOTE 
 

During Adult Sunday School, where we are discussing the Ten Commandments, the 
commandment “Thou Shalt Not Steal” was thoroughly explored. We wondered over 
the kinds of stealing we honest folk participate in. One area of prolonged discussion 
was the stealing of time. When services were concluded and I was at home, I began 
to think about the precious fifteen minutes I have after Bible Study and before 
worship. There are generally a number of last minute things that have to happen 
just before worship begins. If people want to talk with me during this time, I find it 
is so that they can unburden themselves of something they don’t want to have to 
remember for the work week. This unburdening, as I name it, then leaves the pastor 
with a) less time to be fully prepared for worship and, b) places the burden on the 
pastor to now remember something for them. The burden has now shifted.  
 
After worship, there are sometimes pastoral needs concerns that I will be 
addressing. And then, there is the lovely time of fellowship, which allows me to say 
hello to different folks on a Sunday morning; check in with them, if you will. 
Fellowship time is an important time for the pastor as caregiver.  
 
Therefore, I would like to propose that we have a pad of paper where suggestions or 
thoughts could be written when we’re at church together. Then, on Monday 
morning, the pastor could address them when she has time to focus on the concerns 
or questions. These are things such as, working out meeting times, giving 
suggestions or asking questions of clarification for various things. If it is not directly 
related to the worship service about to unfold, or about the care of a community 
person, then let’s put it on the back burner.   
 
Also to assist us, Jess will place a five-minute countdown on the slides for us each 
Sunday which Sharon will play at the appropriate time. This will help all of us be 
mindful of our impending time to begin worshipping.   
 
If there is someone who requires prayer or care, please do not hesitate to let me 
know on a Sunday morning. That is a pastoral concern and one the pastor 
welcomes.  
 
Let’s try this to protect our worship time together.  
This is a very hard time for everyone.  
So, here’s what we’re going to do…     
 
Be the balm in Gilead. And (still) try to  
love your neighbor.  
 
Pastor Brenda 
 
 
 
 



 

 

COMMUNITY 

Lent theme again & again 

After all of the fanfare of the time of Advent and Epiphany, we move into a more 
somber and reflective time of Lent. The decorations in the sanctuary reflect this 
quieted time in our Christian calendar. We have echoes of the wilderness 
experience with the crosses fashioned from bare sticks placed upon the overhead 
window garlands. The clay pots remind us of desert wells and the drawing of fresh 
water, maybe even where we began the season-with Jesus’ baptism.  
The theme again & again is about how we rise and we fall as Jesus’ disciples, with 
Jesus there to catch us again and again. We are saved by God’s overflowing mercy 
and grace forevermore.  
 
During the season of Lent, the Administrative Board voted to take a hiatus 
from the business meetings of the church. We will set aside the time we would have 
used in preparation and in meeting, to sit with God in whichever way works for us: 
in prayer, in reading the Bible, in listening to soul-drenching music. We all need a 
season of quiet.  
   
Let’s continue our Love Your Neighbor campaign!  

Does it seem silly to attach a card that reads: Love Your Neighbor when you drop 
off cookies, or pay for someone’s coffee at the coffee shop? Do that the next time 
you’re having your morning coffee or breakfast out. Pay for someone and drop a 
“Love Your Neighbor” card with the cashier. They’ll hand it to the person whose 
coffee or breakfast you paid for.  
Why do this? Because it lets others know we care.   
 
As one of the churches known for its outreach into the community, we thought we 
ought to practice Matthew 5:15, “Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a 
basket. Instead, they put it on top of a lampstand, and it shines on all who are in 
the house.” We determined to bring light to the community and to the world, into 
this time of unease.   
 
Your “love” is noticed by folks in the community. Thank you for “speeding” the 
Kingdom of God into the world! 
 



 

 

COMMUNITY 
 
First UMC Scholarship 
 
The First UMC, Newcastle scholarship deadline for fall semester 2021 is May 1, 2021. 
Application materials are available in the church office or from Phyl Sundstrom (941-
1251) and Chris French (746-4186). 
 
The scholarship is available to applicants pursuing a degree in human service. 
Applicants must have completed one year of education beyond high school and must 
be members of or affiliated with First UMC, Newcastle. 
 
Updated Guidelines for “NEW 2 YOU” 

The “New 2 You” area in the church basement is bursting at its seams!  Donations of 
kitchenware are no longer being accepted.  To make donations of other items, please 
call Amanda Sharpes at 746-2491 or Betty Petranek at 746-9622/941-1539  BEFORE 
bringing your donations to the church.  Because of fire code regulations, NO items are 
to be left in the basement hallways.  Items may be put on the large round table in the 
Youth Room. UMW appreciates your cooperation in following these updated 
guidelines. 

 

Thank you Becky Decker and Decker’s Floral for the donation of Palm Sunday 
Palms. 

Thank You... 

Dear Church Family, 
Thank you for all of the acts of kindness and support shown to me following the loss 
Dusty. All of the prayers, calls, cards, food and memorial donations are greatly 
appreciated!  
Peace of Christ be with you,  

Barb Rhoades 

Thank You... 
to Cristal Carpenter, Irma Fouch and the Trustees team who assisted with decorating 
on Church Work Day. Most of the decorations were hand fashioned by the Cristal and 
Irma, once again!  
 
to the Trustees team that plans Work Days to invite us into the work to care for the 
building with love and elbow-grease.   
 
to all of you who check on each other, who drive one another to church, who work 
Gigi’s Closet, who feed one another, and are generally very good neighbors.  



 

 

COMMUNITY 
 
Fellowship is back on 

Time change! From March 7-28 Fellowship begins at 11:00 am to accommodate 
the Lenten Bible Study.  
Join the Bible study (we don’t make you talk unless you want to!) and then we’ll 
fellowship afterward.   
We will all do our part in bringing pre-packaged goodies to the church to share with 
one another. With washed hands, serving gloves and masked faces, let’s take turns 
being servants to one another, for the time being.  

We will resume regular fellowship time April 11.  
 
Online Giving 

We have online giving! Find the donate button on our website, 
www.fumcnewcastle.com, along the top banner with the church’s name. Click the 
button and follow the step to set up a one time offer or a reoccurring payment amount 
of your choice. Or, you may text giving to 307-218-7515. Your church thanks you for 
your continued generosity! 

 
A Note from GiGi’s Closet 

GiGi’s Closet received a note from the Rapid City Shelter thanking GiGi’s for our 
overstock of clothing. Thank You All for your generous donations of clothing. Your 
generosity is a blessing to our community and beyond. Thank you to our wonderful 
volunteers: Irma Fouch, Myra Shaw, Nancy McFarlin, Mary Ragland, Elaine Wilcomb 
and Phyl Sundstrom for transportation to Rapid City. 

From the Shelter in Rapid City:  

Thank you So much! This is wonderful, and please be sure to tell everyone that 
contributes that we appreciate everything you all do! Thank you for continuing to 
make deliveries! 

 Shelter in Rapid City. 

 
 

Mandatory face masks when in the church 
building!  

A Do No Harm decision made by leadership. 
Thank you for abiding. 



 

 

WORSHIP 
 
Easter Lilies 
If you would like to donate a Easter Lily in memory of a loved one, please contact Jess 
in the office (307)746-4119. 
 
 
 
Worship Restrictions 

Keep an eye on Facebook and the fumcnewcastle.com website for updates on worship 
news. We continue to follow the Governor’s Ordinances for religious organizations: 
Wear a mask to protect your neighbor (this isn’t actually all about you!) 
Stay 6-feet physically distanced  
 
 
 
Messy Church 

Closed until the coast is clear! 
 
 
 
Prayer Team… 

Is on hiatus for the time being. We continue our prayer chain, so you know who to call 
if you have a prayer need. And if you’re not sure, call Pastor Brenda at 746-9459.  

 



 

 

How to Get Information 
 

How do we avoid frustration, confusion, and dispel myths 
(churches LOVE myths!)? Stay connected!  

Here are a few ways to do just that:  
“Like” the Church on Facebook to get the latest information and posts-Newcastle 
(WY) First United Methodist Church Group FB page  
We have a “Family” page on FB, too 
Do we have your email address? Call 746-4119 to make sure.  
Visit the website at fumcnewcastle.com 
Read your bulletin. 
Read the Newsletter and keep it handy for quick reference.   
 
Office Hours 

Jess is in the office to help you: 
Days: Monday-Thursday 
Hours: Still 8:00am-noon 
 
Where is Pastor Brenda: 

In the Pastor’s Study (another word for a pastor’s office): 
Monday-Wednesday, 9:00am—noon 
P. Brenda wants to be present for you, so call Jess in the office to ensure some part of 
her work hasn’t taken the pastor away from her study hours.  
Thursday: Sermon writing day 
Friday: A day of rest 
That said, any time you need to talk about something, even a quick hello, or to make 
a prayer request, or to let P. Brenda know someone is in need, call the parsonage. 
Leave a message if she is not able to answer right away. 
307-746-9459 
 
A New Phone and Text Communication System 

We hope you are enjoying the new messaging system. It is simpler to use and certain-
ly more flexible from where we can send messages. Text capabilities allow us to reach 
many more people.  

Please do remember to check your phone voice messages at least weekly as most of 
the calls go to your voicemail. And then we hear people exclaim, “I didn’t know about 
this thing or that.” Funny thing is, we can now see you did receive a phone call and it 
is sitting in your answering machine messages!   
 
 



 

 

STUDY 
 

Here is the new and improved schedule for Adult Sunday School:  
Note the time change for the Lenten Study, Who Needs Easter?  
 
Lenten Study 
Why Easter Matters, a four-week study  
Dates: March 7-28 
Time: 11:00-noon 
 
A deeper look into Why Easter Matters: 
As believers in Christ, we all would like to say that we trust in God. We would all like 
to claim that we believe God has our best interests in mind and that obedience to him 
is the best pathway to finding joy, peace, and fulfillment in life. But the truth is that 
we often find ourselves actively resisting the very God in whom we say we trust.  
This was true of people even back in the days of first-century Israel when Jesus 
walked the earth. In this four-session study (study guide sold separately), pastor 
Andy Stanley explores the lives of some of these individuals and reveals how the story 
of Easter became real to them when they found themselves caught up in the events of 
Jesus' crucifixion and resurrection. These characters include figures in the Gospels 
such as: Joseph Caiaphas, Judas Iscariot, the two criminals on the crosses next to 
Jesus, and the disciples and other followers of Jesus, who found their world turned 
upside down when the one they believed to be the Messiah was first put to death . . . 
and then rose again. 
Sessions include:  

The High Cost of Following Christ (John 12:25) 
The Risk of Surrendering to God (Matthew 19:27) 
The God Who Can Be Trusted (Luke 23:39-41) 
The Foundation of Our Faith (Acts 1:8) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Adult Sunday 
School 

led by Mike Torrie 
 

Where: All studies 
take place in the parlor. 

 
Time: 8:45 am 



 

 

STUDY 

Back to 8:45 am meeting time:  

April 11 and 18: 

We will close out sessions nine and ten of Words of Life. 

April 25-May 30: 

Mysteries of the Messiah  

A deeper look into Mysteries of the Messiah: 

Connections between the Old Testament and New Testament are vital in giving us a 
complete picture of God's plan for sending Jesus into the world as the Messiah. 
In the Gospel of Luke, we read how Jesus revealed this connection to two disciples 
on the road to Emmaus. They listened as Jesus explained, "beginning with Moses 
and the Prophets . . . what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself," and 
later asked themselves, "Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with 
us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?" (Luke 24:27,32). 
 
Too many of us today are likewise missing this connection. We are settling for just 
the New Testament or the Old Testament and not understanding how the Bible fits 
together as a whole to offer one complete picture of Jesus. Both the Old and New 
are God's priceless possessions . . . and neither one is more or less valuable than the 
other. However, together their value increases dramatically for both are needed in 
order for us to experience our full inheritance in God's kingdom and His beloved 
children. 

As Rabbi Jason Sobel unlocks these connections, participants will come to 
understand:  

• How the foundation of the Bible (The Torah) fits with the rest of Scripture 

• How the Torah answers the question of "who is the promised seed?" 

• How all of the Bible works to give a picture of the promise of Messiah 
What implications this has for our lives as the Old and New Testaments come 
together. 

At the conclusion of  Mysteries of the Messiah we will take our summer 
hiatus. 

 
 
Children’s Sunday School 
Miss Elaine will continue to create solid discipleship-
building activities for in-worship learning, and teachings 
from the parlor, with stories based on Sunday morning 
readings.  
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 PERMIT NO. 7 

 

Follow 10 am Worship Services at 

KASL 1240 AM 

OR our website fumcnewcastle.com 

for recorded sermons 

Office hours: M-Th. 8 am– 12 pm 

Do call 307-746-4119 for any 

pastoral needs. 

. 

 
MARCH 2: 
  NORMA SHELTON 
  CATHY ALDRICH 
MARCH 3: 
   KELLY WOOD 
MARCH 7: 
  JOANN FASSBENDER 
MARCH 11: 
  LISA DARLINGTON 
MARCH 13: 
  KRISTIN ENGLE 
MARCH 17: 
  FRANCES VAN BUREN 
MARCH 21: 
 LYNDA RUSSELL 
MARCH 23: 
 *HARVEY & KATHY DUMMER 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MARCH 24: 
  JEANE SACK 
  STEVE NICHOLLS 
 *ROBERT & MINNIE QUICK  
APRIL 1: 
  DANA TYSDAL 
APRIL 3: 
  MINNIE QUICK 
APRIL 5: 
  DAN DECKER 
APRIL 9: 
  PAM BERTSCH 
APRIL 12: 
  ANITA OTTEMA 
APRIL 13: 
  CAROL NICHOLLS 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
APRIL 15: 
  ASHLEY DECKER 
APRIL 16: 
*JAKE & SANDI SHOOK 
APRIL 18: 
  LAINEY HYATT 
APRIL 22: 
  MARILYN HANSEN 
  JANICE DUMMER 
APRIL 24: 
  STEVE ENGLE 
APRIL 25: 
 *WILBER & NORMA LEASE 
 
*denotes anniversary 


