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REVEREND BRENDA TORRIE 
Our mission statement: Passion for Christ, Compassion for all. 

Special thanks to Elaine & 
Harry Wilcomb, and 

Jessica Kelly for folding the 
July & August messenger. 

 
 

Follow 10 am Worship Services at 

KASL 1240 AM 

OR watch a replay of the service on our web-

site fumcnewcastle.com 

Also on YouTube  

 

Office hours: M-Th. 8 am—12 pm 

Do call 307-746-4119  

for any pastoral needs. 

 
 
 
 

e-mail: fumc@fumcnewcastle.com 
Web: www.fumcnewcastle.com 

Facebook: @FUMCNewcastleWY 



 

 

PASTOR’S NOTE 
 
 

Well it was a wonderful time Mike and I had of restoration with lots of laughter and 
sunshine, time with family, and good food.  
 

I did quite a bit of reading during my time away; some books helped me have some 
perspective on living in a pandemic. I read about the 1918 Spanish flu in The Murmur 
of Bees and the Bubonic plague of 1619 in The Year of Wonders. Sounds ghastly, I’m 
sure, but reading about how others have lived through a pandemic made me feel less 
alone in it, somehow.  
 

I am already planning for the Advent season. As we don’t quite know how this will play 
out this year, in-person worship or out, I’m seeking a bit of help from webinars hosted 
by seasoned pastors such as UMC’s Adam Hamilton at Church of the Resurrection (he 
preached for us on Hope). I’ll come up with a plan for us to experience the season as 
deeply as we always have. 
 

For families and children, if we are staying-in-place during Advent, we will be sure to 
have great family resources delivered to you so you can create a “home church” 
experience.  
 

Imagine! I’m writing about Christmas during a heat wave in August! 
 

May God hold you and keep you, 
Pastor Brenda 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Single Board Governance 
 

• SPRC: Irma Fouch (Chair) Elaine Wilcomb (Lay Leader), David Keisling 
• Trustees: Dan Fouch (Chair), Jake Shook, Adam McFarlin, Carl Sundstrom, 
                          Lavonne Roberts (Memorials) 
• Finance: Harry Wilcomb (Interim), LaShel Hampton, Cristal Carpenter,  
                         Jessica Kelly 
• Ministry: Betty Petranek (Outreach), Sandi Shook (nurture),  
                           Maxine Groner (worship) 
 
 
 



 

 

How to Get Information 
 

It’s important to know what’s going on at your church to avoid frustra-
tion, confusion, and dispel myths (churches LOVE myths!). 
Here are a few ways to stay connected:  

“Like” the Church on Facebook to get the latest information and posts—search for 
Newcastle (WY) First United Methodist Church Group FB page. 
We have a “Family” page on FB, too. 
Do we have your email address? Call 746-4119 to make sure.  
Visit the website at www.fumcnewcastle.com 
Read your bulletin. 
Read the Newsletter and keep it handy for quick reference.   
 

Worship 
Worship Restrictions 

Keep an eye on Facebook and the fumcnewcastle.com website for updates on worship 
news. We continue to follow the Governor’s Ordinances for religious organizations: 
Wear a mask to protect your neighbor (this isn’t actually all about you!) 
Stay 6-feet physically distanced. 
 
Messy Church 

Surprise Theme! It’ll be wonderful! 
When: Sunday, October 11  
Time: 5:00—7:00 pm 
 
 
Prayer Team 

Meets on Tuesday mornings at 9 am in the parlor.  
 
 
UMW meetings 

United Methodist Women will resume monthly meetings on Wednesday, September 
2, beginning at 9:30 am.  
 
Gigi’s Closet 

Is open for business!  
Please limit donations only to fall and winter items.  
The volunteers have a lot of sifting and sorting to do.  
Let’s help them in their task!  
September dates: 9th & 23rd 
Time: 9:00 am—1:00 pm 
October dates: 2nd , 16th, 30th 
Time: 9:00 am -1:00 pm 



 

 

STUDY 
 

Adult Sunday School 
 

Where: All studies take place in the parlor. If we have to go back into 
quarantine, we’ll see everyone on Zoom.  
 
The Fall lineup is:  

What: Amy-Jill Levine’s six-week study 
When: Sundays, Sept.13-Oct.18 
Time: 8:45 am  (if by Zoom 11:15am) 
In Sermon on the Mount: A Beginner's Guide to the Kingdom of Heaven, 
Dr. Amy-Jill Levine introduces the major topics in the Sermon on the Mount, explains 
historical and theological contexts, and shows how the words of Jesus echo his Jewish 
tradition and speak forward to reach hearts and minds today. 
 
What: N.T. Wright’s Surprised by Hope, a five-week study 
When: Sundays, Oct. 25-Nov. 22 
Time: 8:45 am (if by Zoom, 11:15 am) 
Many Christians believe our future in heaven is all that really matters. But 
that's not what the Bible teaches! Gain an exciting, new vision for your life 
on earth in light of your future in heaven. Wonderful as is the promise of 
heaven, a glorious hereafter is just part of what salvation is about. What 
about today? Jesus called His followers the salt of the earth and the light 
of the world. Your life here and now is of tremendous consequence, and 
what you believe about the future has a direct impact on how you live in 
the present. 
 

Advent Study-already?! 
 

What: Andy Stanley’s Who Needs Christmas 
This study explains how the remarkable details of the Christmas story are 
what make it so believable. And Stanley tells us why, after so many years, 
it took something unexpected to get people’s attention. 
When: Sundays, Nov. 29-Dec. 20 
Time: 8:45 am (if by Zoom, 11:15 am) 
 
 
 

Kids Corner 

Children’s Sunday School resumes! 
When: Sept. 13, 10:15 am 
We’ll enjoy activities and stories based on read-
ings from Sunday morning church. It will be good 
to see one another again! 



 

 

 

One of the United Methodist Women’s Social Action Campaigns focuses on Maternal 
and Child Health.  At a local UMW meeting earlier this year, Michelle Sweet of the 
Weston County Public Health office provided information about the services she 
and her staff provide for mothers, newborns, and toddlers.  Michelle also shared 
the need for various supplies, which her office provides for newborns through three
-years old.  
 
UMW encourages all women of our church to provide the much-needed supplies for 
this Mother-Child Project.  Donation of the following supplies can be placed on the 
designated table in the fellowship hall; financial donations can be sent to Vanita 
Epperson at PO Box 831, Newcastle, by October 1. 

• Baby lotion • Baby oil • Bath/hair wash 

• Baby hair brush • Baby wipes • Booties 

• Bath toy • Bath temp toy • Medicine dropper 

• Rattle • Ring toy • Finger toothbrush 

• Teething ring • Sippy cup • Bib 

• Plate w/spoon • Stacking cups • Stacking blocks 

• Age-appropriate book • Unbreakable mirror • Digital thermometer 

• Childproofing kit • Small stuffed animal • Security blanket 

   

Bags of fresh Georgia pecans (16 oz.) and bags of 
chocolate caramel clusters (10 oz.) will be for sale at the 
“Christmas in Wyoming” bazaar for $10 each.  Pre-
orders are now being taken; call or text Chris French at 
746-5783.  These pecans are great for your holiday 
baking and/or gift giving. 



 

 

 
 

Heather Sundstrom has graciously made a beautiful 
Serenity Prayer quilt for UMW’s “Christmas in 
Wyoming” bazaar.  Tickets are $1 each or 6 for $5.  
Contact Phyl Sundstrom at 941-1251 or Chris 
French at 746-5783 for tickets. 

 

UMW is collecting loose change for the local Ministerial Association which provides 
financial assistance to Newcastle residents in need.  During these trying times, the 
need for assistance is greater than usual. 
 
Everyone is encouraged to donate loose change/cash/checks for this worthwhile 
mission project.  Donations should be given to UMW Treasurer, Vanita Epperson, or 
sent to Vanita at PO Box 831, Newcastle, by October 1. 



 

 

Church Directory Portraits 

All of the photos, stories, and updates have been completed and are now at Dakota 
Lifestyle Photography for the design of the directory.  My team and I are already 
working on the second proof.   I will keep you updated as the directory nears 
completion.  A big THANKS to all who contributed to this project! 
 
 

Church Scholarship Deadline 

The First UMC, Newcastle scholarship deadline for spring semester 2020 is November 
1, 2020. Application materials are available in the church office or from Phyl 
Sundstrom (941-1251). 
 

The Scholarship is available to applicants pursuing a degree in human service. 
Applicants must have completed one year of education beyond high school and must 
be members of or affiliated with First UMC, Newcastle. 
  

Thank You... 

to Dan Fouch for breaking up and clearing out the old and putting in the new, cement 
walkway at the parsonage. It is clean-looking and safe. 
 
to Irma Fouch, and Elaine and Harry Wilcomb for adeptly stepping into the pulpit to 
nurture the spirits of our people during my sabbatical and vacation time. We were so 
happy to worship with you every Sunday from California.  
 
to Matthew Parsons for taking on the editing of the newsletter. 
 

 
Office Hours 

Jess is in the office to help you. 
Days: Monday-Thursday 
Hours: Still 8:00 am-noon 
 
 
Dates to remember: 

World Communion Sunday, October 4, 
2020.  
Laity Sunday, October 18, 2020. 
All Saints Day, November 1, 2020. 
 
Please do not forget to send in your 
donation for flowers! 
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Follow 10 am Worship Services at 

KASL 1240 AM 

OR our website fumcnewcastle.com 

for recorded sermons 

Office hours: M-Th. 8 am– 12 pm 

Do call 307-746-4119 for any 

pastoral needs. 

. 

SEPTEMBER 10: 
  VANITA EPPERSON 
  LORRAINE DAVIS 
SEPTEMBER 12: 
   HARVEY DUMMER 
SEPTEMBER 17: 
   MICHAEL TORRIE  
SEPTEMBER 25: 
  PHYL SUNDSTROM 
SEPTEMBER 27: 
   KELSEY WOOD 
OCTOBER 1: 
  W.D. TOWNSEND III 
  HAROLD TYSDAL 
 *JIM & NORMA SHELTON 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
OCTOBER 2: 
 *ED & CAROL CARGILL 
OCTOBER 4: 
  BARBARA RHOADES 
OCTOBER 7: 
  DAVID KIESLING 
 *MIKE & NANCY McFARLAND 
OCTOBER 8: 
  BECKY DECKER 
OCTOBER 12: 
  JASON FOUCH 
  CHRIS FRENCH 
OCTOBER 13: 
  KATHY TOWNSEND 
OCTOBER 15: 
   ED CARGILL 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
OCTOBER 21: 
  GRACE DAVIS 
  ED KIESLING 
OCTOBER 24: 
 *WILLIAM & LYNDA RUSSELL 
OCTOBER 26: 
   NORMA YOOS 
OCTOBER 28: 
   JULIE DOMINA 
OCTOBER 29: 
  JACKIE DUTY 
OCTOBER 30: 
*HARRY & LAVONNE ROB-
ERTS 


