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NLJ Correspondent

Tilly shivered under her tiny, fleece 
leopard skin coat as she waited for 
her turn to receive the blessing from 
First United Methodist Pastor Brenda 
Torrie. With paws curled around 
owner Becky Burleson’s arm, the 
13-year-old long-haired Chihuahua 

assessed the scene unfolding around 
her at the Weston County Fairgrounds 
on the afternoon of Oct. 7. Tilly is 
used to visiting with the neighbor-
hood dogs, but these new dogs, cats 
and horses milling around the dusty 
barn floor had her a bit on edge.  

Tilly looked up as Pastor Brenda 

When photographer Emily 
Hartinger opened Skull 
Creek Studio in early 

March, she had no idea what she 
was getting herself into. 

Initially, it was an opportunity 
to open up her photography studio 
to local artists and designers with 
unique arts and crafts to sell. For 
a minimal monthly rent, Hartinger 
was able to provide a storefront to 
these other artists, who also stepped 

up to help her man the store when 
she was unable to be there. They 
formed a cooperative for working 
artists while providing the city with 
another much-needed shopping 
option.

The idea took off and now 
Hartinger is moving across the 
street into the former Newcastle 
Hardware building on Nov. 3. She’s 
also getting ready to nearly double 
her vendors in this new, much larger 
space.

Now, Hartinger is gearing up to 
be extra busy this holiday season 
with the expansion into the new 

space.
“I never thought it would turn 

into this,” Hartinger said, “but I’m 
having fun with it.”

As a girl growing up on a ranch 

on Skull Creek Road several miles 
outside of Newcastle, Hartinger 
joked that she’s no stranger to hard 
work, which is what you do to make 
things work out here. Along with her 
full-time photography and raising 
two kids, she’s looking forward to 
growing this new venture into a 
viable enterprise. Now, she’ll just 
need to figure out when to sleep.

“My dad is kinda crazy like that 
too,” she said with a laugh, “and I 
obviously take after him.”

The boutique tucked on Main 

Alexis Barker
NLJ Reporter

Online subscriptions are now available through the 
News Letter Journal’s new website, which launched Sept. 
13, according to online editor Bri Brasher. 

“There are teaser stories each week that people can 
read for free, but for the others they have to pony up and 
buy a subscription,” Brasher smiled. 

According to Brasher, while online subscriptions and 
the website are new, the web address is the same: newslj.
com. The old website, according to Brasher, only had two 
to three paragraphs of content in an effort to peak interest 
in the paper product. 

“Now you can read the whole paper online, as well 
as view photos,” Brasher said. The content includes 
columns, editorials, local news and statewide news. 

Readers are also able to digitally share the information 
across social networks. Advertisers now have the option 
to advertise online, which will correlate with the paper’s 
social media presence, Brasher said. 

“It is a complete site now versus a complement to the 
paper product,” Brasher said.

Online subscriptions and regular subscriptions are 
available at the regular subscription price, but you can 
subscribe to both for only $5 more a year. 

“Current (print) subscribers can come in and pay $5, 
and we can set them up with a user name and password 
and they can have access to the online copy,” News Letter 
Journal co-owner Stephanie Bonnar said. 

Brasher noted that there is an option to sign up for the 
online subscription on the website. 

Shane Sellers
NLJ Reporter

Officials at Weston County School District #1 expressed concern 
for the well-being of a number of children in the community in a letter 
sent to parents and other stakeholders earlier this month, and school 
board members were told at their meeting last week that the letter was 
an effort to involve community members in improving the culture and 
climate for youth.
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Superintendent 
spotlights crisis

The store works as 
well as it does because 
I’ve got a great group 
of vendors that work 
together to do things. 
They cover working 
hours, we host spe-
cial events, and this 
month we’re all work-
ing together to raise 
money for Wyoming 
Down Syndrome 
Association.”

— Emily Hartinger
Skull Creek Studio

“

News to you: Subscribe online!

— See Subscriptions, Page 2

Blessing of the animals, big and small

Jake Shook holds “step-daughter” 
Lizzie as she gets her blessing from 
Pastor Brenda. Lizzie was among 
several pets that were blessed Oct. 7 
at the Weston County Fairgrounds 
in Newcastle. (Photo by Jen Kocher)

Skull Creek Studio
HOURS:

Monday 9 a.m. to noon
Tuesday and Thursday 10 a.m. 

to 6 p.m.
Wednesday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Friday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Saturday 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

NOTE: Winter hours are subject to change

Story and Photos by Jen Kocher

GROWING 
BUSINESS

MacKenzie Batman, left, straightens a bucket of 
goat milk soaps by local vendor, Little Deans Goat 
Haven. Last month, the Skull Creek vendors pulled 
together to donate a portion of their sales to the 
Wyoming Down Syndrome Association in support 
of Ada Dean, who was born in January with Down 
syndrome. The new Skull Creek Studio, which 
expanded out of Emily Hartinger’s photography 
studio on Main Street, features handcraft goods by 
nearly 30 local artists. 

Humans tend to have big hearts for animals of all kinds, and for many 
people, pets are more than companions. They’re cherished family members. 
Social media is full of daily posts by people attempting to find owners of stray 
dogs or cats, while others use the internet in their crusade to find homes for 
animals, and still other citizens lobby local government for ordinances with 
public safety and orderly neighbors in mind. At the heart of these efforts are 
often clashing intentions, which define the essence of community issues. This 
series takes a look at the role animals play in the lives of Weston County resi-
dents and the issues created by the position the animals themselves hold in our 
community.


