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FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
23 N. SENECA AVE.,  P.O. BOX 579 

NEWCASTLE, WY 82701 
Office 307-746-4119~Parsonage 307-746-9459 

 

REVEREND BRENDA TORRIE 
Our mission statement: Passion for Christ, Compassion for all. 

Special thanks to Elaine & 
Harry Wilcomb, Myra Shaw 

& JoAnn Fassbender for 
folding the September/

October messenger. 
Follow 10 am Worship Services at 

KASL 1240 AM 

OR watch a replay of the service on our website 

fumcnewcastle.com 

Also on YouTube  

Office hours: M-Th. 8 am—12 pm 

Do call 307-746-4119  

for any pastoral needs. 

Mandatory face masks when in  
the church building!  

A Do No Harm decision made  
by leadership. 

Thank you for abiding. 

e-mail: fumc@fumcnewcastle.com 
Web: www.fumcnewcastle.com 

Facebook: @FUMCNewcastleWY WELCOME 



 

 

PASTOR’S NOTE 
 
 

Here we are, still struggling in a pandemic. Yup, we can ignore it, we can say it’s 
okay if old people die, we can decide not to wear masks, disregard science (they 
were wrong anyway), and generally deride one another if we do or don’t take the 
virus seriously. Yup, we can and have done all of that. But, how about instead, if we 
leave all of that behind and jump into Jesus’ mode? Let’s do our part to heal the 
divisiveness we are all acutely aware is eating up this country. Take on the Love 
Your Neighbor campaign with enthusiasm! If you’re homebound, ask a friend to get 
you some stamps and cards (heavens, the church will get them to you if you need!) 
and write notes to firefighters who worked extraordinarily hard this summer. Or 
someone you think might need a little encouraging. I’ll tell you, one of our 
parishioners noticed at Sunday morning Bible study that I was a little quieter than 
usual. They came to me and said these wise words to their pastor, “This, too, shall 
pass.” Everyone needs a little encouragement from time to time.  
 
That’s why we are running the Love Your Neighbor campaign through the month of 
November. We want to encourage love among neighbors. We want to encourage the 
best in all of us at a time of great divisiveness. Let Jesus mess around with us a 
little! 
 
And here is a reminder to do just that: We easily call ourselves Christians. It slips 
from our tongues. While I was writing those never-ending ordination papers, I 
realized that I what I am trying to be is best described as a Jesus-Christian. What 
that means for me is I am not a Christian who needs a certain flag to stand under, 
or a Christian who checks the box that I attend church every Sunday, or that I am a 
White Christian, or a Christian who needs the 1950’s glory of the church to return. I 
am trying to be a Christian who genuinely follows Jesus in these times. Some may 
have a hard time with me making the statement that I am trying to follow Jesus in 
love. Here’s the thing: Jesus tells us if our peace is not returned to us by a 
household, let that household be, and move on to another (Matt. 10:12-13). Yes, 
there are some households I have moved on from, as peace has not been returned 
to me. I mourn these losses and pray for peace’s return, so I leave this to God’s 
reconciling handiwork.  
 
 
 



 

 

PASTOR’S NOTE CONTINUED 
 

What I have been asking for many, many Sundays is this: Are you a Christian with all 
kinds of requirements stuck to that image? And here I am reminded of the Pharisees. 
Or are we Jesus-Christians who keep our heads down in search of those thought lowly 
by the world? Wash the filthy feet of people who need a foot washing and have no 
basin. Calm someone’s agitated rhetoric with the words of the Gospel. Be the balm in 
Gilead. And, if we need to confront what is hurtful, then we do that, too. Jesus was no 
shrinking violet.  
 
Hard teachings, I know; Jesus paid for them with his life. 
 
Be the balm in Gilead; Love your neighbor; Sometimes that takes an awful lot of 
courage. It’s okay, though; Jesus goes before us, every step of the way.  
 
May God hold you and keep you, 
May Jesus be your constant guide, 
And may you listen for the whisperings of the Holiest of Spirit. 
 
     Pastor Brenda 
 
Interested in how to respond to current issues in our nation or the world? 
There is strong precedence for us, as United Methodists, to answer the call of those 
hurting and standing on the sidelines waiting to be brought into the fullness of life 
many of us share. Maybe you would like to explore how we at First UMC Newcastle 
could respond. Come with ideas or come to hear ideas. The group may decide on a one
-time project or an on-going one. Let's flex our compassion muscles! 

Pastor Brenda will lead the group in its time of discernment. 

When: Tuesday, November 10 
Time: 7:00 pm 
Where: Parlor or contact me to join by Zoom 
Call or text: 949-633-9398 
 

For those who would like more info:  Part V of the Book of Discipline of the United 
Methodist Church is dedicated to Social Principles.  

The Preface reads: "The United Methodist Church has a long history of concern for 
social justice. Its members have often taken forthright positions on controversial 
issues involving Christian principles. Early Methodists expressed their opposition to 
the slave trade, to smuggling, and to the cruel treatment of prisoners...The Social 
Principles, while not to be considered church law, are a prayerful and thoughtful effort 
on the part of the General Conference to speak to the human issues in the 
contemporary world from a sound biblical and theological foundation."  

The Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church, 2012, Part V, "Social Principles," (Nashville: 
United Methodist Publishing House, 2012), 103.  
 



 

 

November Love Your Neighbor campaign from  
First UMC 

 
 

First United Methodist Church knows this year has been rocky. It has led to 
disharmony between people in our community, in our state, and for us in the 
Mountain Sky Conference. This is why the Administrative Council decided to support 
the Love Your Neighbor campaign for the month of November. As one of the churches 
known for its outreach into the community, we thought we ought to practice Matthew 
5:15, “Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a basket. Instead, they put it on 
top of a lampstand, and it shines on all who are in the house.” We are determined to 
bring light to the community and to the world in this time of discord.  

This is a time for us to shine. Watch what you’re posting on Facebook; it’s okay to have 
an opinion, but make sure you aren’t bullying anyone with your words. Do No Harm is 
one of our Methodist principles; let’s practice that.  

And wholeheartedly take part in the Love Your Neighbor campaign!  
 
The campaign has Love Your Neighbor pay it forward cards.  
Use your imagination! The “pay it forward” cards are business-sized cards you can 
leave if you drop off cookies or muffins to a neighbor, or if you pay for the coffee of the 
person next in line at the coffee shop, or pay $10 toward someone’s groceries. Leave 
the card with the check-out person and they can “pass it on.” Send notes to the folks in 
the Manor: Manor newcomers Elizabeth Cummings and Don McColley come to mind.  

 
Anything you do that loves a neighbor, leave a card! Don’t be shy about it. That is how 

the Love will be sprinkled throughout our community. 
 
 
Get your campaign stuff! 
Volunteers can deliver campaign stuff to your door. 

Get your signs (we have 30 lawn signs, 15 window  
                                    signs the same size as the lawn signs) 
Get your coat lapel button 
Pay it forward cards-plan how you will use them  

 
 
 
 

Let’s show up to make a little Jesus mayhem.  
Show this community that First UMC is committed to  

Jesus’ Law of Love! 



 

 

How to Get Information 
 

It’s important to know what’s going on at your church to avoid frustra-
tion, confusion, and dispel myths (churches LOVE myths!). 

Here are a few ways to stay connected:  

“Like” the Church on Facebook to get the latest information and posts-Newcastle 
(WY) First United Methodist Church Group FB page  
We have a “Family” page on FB, too 
Do we have your email address? Call 746-4119 to make sure.  
Visit the website at fumcnewcastle.com 
Read your bulletin. 
Read the Newsletter and keep it handy for quick reference.   
 
Office Hours 

Jess is in the office to help you: 
Monday—Thursday, 8:00am—noon 
 
Where is Pastor Brenda: 

In the Pastor’s Study (another word for a pastor’s office): 
Monday-Wednesday, 9:00am—noon 
P. Brenda wants to be present for you, so call Jess in the office to ensure some part of 
her work hasn’t taken the pastor away from her study hours.  
Thursday: Sermon writing day 
Friday: A day of rest 
That said, any time you need to talk about something, even a quick hello, or to make 
a prayer request, or to let P. Brenda know someone is in need, call the parsonage. 
Leave a message if she is not able to answer right away. 
307-746-9459 
 
 

Worship 
Worship Restrictions 

Keep an eye on Facebook and the fumcnewcastle.com website for updates on worship 
news. We continue to follow the Governor’s Ordinances for religious organizations: 
Wear a mask to protect your neighbor (this isn’t actually all about you!) 
Stay 6-feet physically distanced  
 
 
 
Messy Church 

Closed until the coast is clear! 
 



 

 

WORSHIP 
 
 

Prayer Team 

Meets on Tuesday mornings at 9 am in the parlor. There is no requirement for stellar 
prayer ability (whatever that may be). This is a time to bring forward the prayers of 
our community and the world.  
 
Gigi’s Closet 

Is open for business!  
Please limit donations to only fall and winter items.  
The volunteers have a lot of sifting and sorting to do.  
Let’s help them in their task!  
Wednesdays, November 11th  
         December 9th 
         Time: 9:30-1:00 
 
 
Thank You... 

...to Irma Fouch, Elaine and Harry Wilcomb for leading our time of worship on Laity 
Sunday and Pastor Appreciation Sunday. They have worked hard to make these 
meaningful Sundays for all of us. This pastor enjoyed being in worship with you! 
Thank you for the message and laughter on Pastor appreciation.  
 
...to Harry Wilcomb for lovingly restoring the front lawn benches with a good two 
coats of paint. Thank you to Carl Sundstrom for getting Harry set up with the right 
tools for the job.  
 
...to all of you who appreciated me, your pastor, with your cards, words of affirmation 
and your involvement in Pastor Appreciation Sunday.  
Not every pastor gets to enjoy a Sunday acknowledging them as a disciple in Christ, 
just like you. We pastors are set apart, but we are still human trying to learn our way 
to perfection, just like you. Your encouragement in my vocation as pastor eases the 
burden immensely.    
 

 



 

 

STUDY 
 

Adult Sunday School 

Where: All studies take place in the parlor. If we have to go back into quarantine, 
we’ll see everyone on Zoom.  
 

The Fall lineup is:  
We were thoroughly engrossed in Sermon on the Mount: A Beginner's 
Guide to the Kingdom of Heaven, by Dr. Amy-Jill Levine. Introducing the major 
topics in the Sermon on the Mount, she explained historical and theological contexts 
and showed how the words of Jesus echo His Jewish tradition and speak forward to 
reach hearts and minds today. 
 

What’s Up Next? 

What: N.T. Wright’s Surprised by Hope a five-week study 
When: Sundays, Oct. 25-Nov. 22 
Time: 8:45 am (if by Zoom 11:15 am) 
Many Christians believe our future in heaven is all that really matters. 
But that's not what the Bible teaches. Gain an exciting new vision for 
your life on earth in light of your future in heaven. Wonderful as is the 
promise of heaven, a glorious hereafter is just part of what salvation is 
all about. What about today? Jesus called his followers the salt of the 
earth and the light of the world. Your life here and now is of tremen-
dous consequence and what you believe about the future has a direct 
impact on how you live in the present. 
 

Advent Study-already?! 

What: Andy Stanley’s Who Needs Christmas 
This study explains how the remarkable details of the Christmas story 
are what make it so believable. Stanley tells us why, after so many 
years, it took something unexpected to get people’s attention. 
When: Sundays, Nov. 29-Dec. 20 
Time: 8:45 am (if by Zoom 11:15 am) 
 

Kids Corner 

We’ll enjoy activities and stories based on read-
ings from Sunday morning church. It will be good 
to see one another again! 
 
If we are staying-in-place during Advent, we will 
be sure to have great family resources delivered to 
you so you can create a “home church” experience.  



 

 

 
PASTOR APPRICIATION SUNDAY  

The following activities have been 
suspended until further notice:   
The Giving Thanks Dinner, Kid’s Shop-
ping, & UMW Christmas in Wyoming Ba-
zaar. 
 
 
 
HELP WANTED 
We will need help hanging the greens be-
fore advent. A date will be chosen after 
Thanksgiving.  

UMW is sponsoring Operation Christmas Child 
again this year. If you'd like to fill a shoebox, there are 
some available on the stage or you can use one of your 
own. Handouts with a few reminders are also available 
on the stage as well as one copy of the complete list of 
suggestions on the website (samaritanspurse.org/
occ).  If you use your own shoebox, you can gift wrap it, 
but remember it will need to be opened and inspected 
before shipping.  A plastic container with a snap lid is 
also fine.  Shoeboxes are due at the church by Sunday, 
November 15. We will take them to a collection site prior 
to sending them to the clearing house in Denver.  For 
more information contact Phyl Sundstrom, 746-2477 or 
941-1251.  

Hanging of 
The Greens 

http://samaritanspurse.org/occ
http://samaritanspurse.org/occ


 

 

Church Scholarship Deadline 

The First UMC, Newcastle Scholarship deadline for spring semester 2020 is 
November 1, 2020. Application materials are available in the church office or from 
Phyl Sundstrom (941-1251). 
 

The Scholarship is available to applicants pursuing a degree in human service. 
Applicants must have completed one year of education beyond high school and must 
be members of or affiliated with First UMC, Newcastle. 
 
 
 
Dates to remember: 

November 1: All Saints Day 
  14: Trustees Workday 
  16: Ad Council meeting 
  26: Thanksgiving Day 
  29: 1st Sunday of Advent 
  26: United Methodist Student day,  
          special offering 
 
 
December 14: Ad Council meeting 
  20: Poinsettia Sunday 
  24: Christmas Eve Services 
   4:30 pm & 7:00 pm 
  25: Christmas Day 
   
 
 
 
 

 
 
Please do not forget to send in your flower donation.  
December 20 will be Poinsettia Sunday. If you would like to contribute a 
poinsettia, please let Jess in the office know. 
 

Mandatory face masks when in the church building!  
A Do No Harm decision made by leadership. 

Thank you for abiding. 
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 PERMIT NO. 7 

 

Follow 10 am Worship Services at 

KASL 1240 AM 

OR our website fumcnewcastle.com 

for recorded sermons 

Office hours: M-Th. 8 am– 12 pm 

Do call 307-746-4119 for any 

pastoral needs. 

. 

NOVEMBER 2: 
  *HAROLD & DANA TYSDAL 
   BETTY LOU HENDERSON 
NOVEMBER 4: 
  CAROL HERSHEY 
 NOVEMBER 5: 
  TIM BERTSCH 
NOVEMBER 7: 
  CAROL CARGILL 
   KALYN HOUSER 
NOVEMBER 8: 
  PASTOR BRENDA TORRIE 
  LENORA SUNDSTROM 
NOVEMBER 9: 
  SHARON RONESS 
  NANCY McFARLAND 
  KEN HUNTER 
NOVEMBER 12: 
  JIM SHELTON 
  TAMMY JOHNSON 
NOVEMBER 15: 
  *DUSTY & BARB RHOADES  
 

NOVEMBER 20: 
 MADISON TOWNSEND 
NOVEMBER 22: 
 *DEAN & TAMMY JOHNSON  
NOVEMBER 26: 
*JAY & KATIE DARROW  
DECEMBER 2: 
   ELAINE WILCOMB 
DECEMBER 7: 
   CONNIE HYATT 
DECEMBER 12: 
   JIM McDILL 
DECEMBER 13: 
  PAUL SHARPES 
DECEMBER 14: 
   KENNEDY SANDOVAL 
 *ROD & BETTY PETRANEK 
DECEMBER 15: 
 *DAN & VANITA EPPERSON 
 *MATTHEW & LOUISE PARSONS 
DECEMBER 18: 
   JOAN BORGIALLI 
   KARA LENARDSON 
DECEMBER 19: 
   GARY CLARKE 
   ZANE TOWNSEND 
DECEMBER 20: 
   TRACY RAGLAND 

DECEMBER 21: 
   *DAN & IRMA FOUCH 
DECEMBER 23: 
  GLENN ZERBST 
DECEMBER 24: 
   ROBERT QUICK 
*PAUL & AMANDA SHARPES 
DECEMBER 25: 
   BRENDA CLARKE 
DECEMBER 26: 
   *TIM & PAM BERTSCH 
DECEMBER 27: 
*STEVE & CAROL NICHOLLS 
DECEMBER 28: 
  JULIE DAY-SHARPES 
 *DON & MARILYN HANSEN 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*denotes anniversary 


