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REVEREND BRENDA TORRIE 
Our mission statement: Passion for Christ, Compassion for all. 

Special thanks to Pastor 
Brenda & Elain Wilcomb for 
helping Jess fold the Nov./

Dec. messenger. 
Follow 10 am Worship Services at 

KASL 1240 AM 

OR watch a replay of the service on our website 

fumcnewcastle.com 

Also on YouTube  

Office hours: M-Th. 8 am—12 pm 

Do call 307-746-4119  

for any pastoral needs. 

Mandatory face masks when in  
the church building!  

A Do No Harm decision made  
by leadership. 

Thank you for abiding. 

e-mail: fumc@fumcnewcastle.com 
Web: www.fumcnewcastle.com 

Facebook: @FUMCNewcastleWY WELCOME 



 

 

PASTOR’S NOTE 
 
 

Here we are still struggling in a pandemic. Wait…have you heard this before? Have 
I said this before? Yes, in the last newsletter. And it still holds true.  
 
You have done an incredible job wearing your masks each Sunday, adapting to new 
ways of taking part in worship, and taking care of one another’s health both socially 
and physically. You are a strong people. And when you no longer feel like being 
strong, call me and we’ll talk a little while.  
 
Even though we are still smack in the middle of this, we finally have a vaccine to 
help us counter this hungry virus. My prayer is you will take the vaccine.  
 
For many, I know this election result was gravely disappointing.  
 
Because we believe in the Resurrection, we know in the end, it’s going to be okay. 
You are going to be okay. We’re all going to be okay. And, as someone wise once 
said, if it’s not okay, it isn’t the end yet. As Christians, we know how the end will 
look and it will be Godly glorious beyond our imaginations. Beyond ours, but never 
beyond God’s imagination, which is breathtakingly boundless.  
 
So, here’s what we’re going to do in the meantime…     
 
Be the balm in Gilead. And (still) try to love your neighbor.  
 
May God hold you and keep you, 
May Jesus be your constant guide, 
And may you listen for the whisperings of the Holiest of Spirit, 
 
A peaceful new year, 
Pastor Brenda 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

November Love Your Neighbor campaign from  
First UMC 

 
Thank you for taking part in the November Love Your Neighbor 
campaign! 

As one of the churches known for its outreach into the 
community, we thought we ought to practice Matthew 
5:15, “Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a 
basket. Instead, they put it on top of a lampstand, and it 
shines on all who are in the house.” We were determined 
to bring light to the community and to the world, into 
this time of discord.   
 
Your “love” was noticed by folks in the community. 
Thank you for “speeding” the Kingdom of God into the 
world! 
 
 
 
A New Phone and Text Communication System 

Our phone tree was on its last legs and it completely bit the dust in December. We 
have found a new system which will call your landline, cell phone and text messages to 
you. We’re giving it a try.  
Benefits: This will save time getting messages out. 
                  It will reach more people in our community. 
        It will be heard clearly with the full message coming through. 
 
 
 

Mandatory face masks when in the church 
building!  

A Do No Harm decision made by leadership. 
Thank you for abiding. 



 

 

How to Get Information 
 

How do we avoid frustration, confusion, and dispel myths 
(churches LOVE myths!)? Stay connected!  

Here are a few ways to do just that:  
“Like” the Church on Facebook to get the latest information and posts-Newcastle 
(WY) First United Methodist Church Group FB page  
We have a “Family” page on FB, too 
Do we have your email address? Call 746-4119 to make sure.  
Visit the website at fumcnewcastle.com 
Read your bulletin. 
Read the Newsletter and keep it handy for quick reference.   
 
Office Hours 

Jess is in the office to help you: 
Monday—Thursday, 8:00am—noon 
 
Where is Pastor Brenda: 

In the Pastor’s Study (another word for a pastor’s office): 
Monday-Wednesday, 9:00am—noon 
P. Brenda wants to be present for you, so call Jess in the office to ensure some part of 
her work hasn’t taken the pastor away from her study hours.  
Thursday: Sermon writing day 
Friday: A day of rest 
That said, any time you need to talk about something, even a quick hello, or to make 
a prayer request, or to let P. Brenda know someone is in need, call the parsonage. 
Leave a message if she is not able to answer right away. 
307-746-9459 
 
 

Worship 
Worship Restrictions 

Keep an eye on Facebook and the fumcnewcastle.com website for updates on worship 
news. We continue to follow the Governor’s Ordinances for religious organizations: 
Wear a mask to protect your neighbor (this isn’t actually all about you!) 
Stay 6-feet physically distanced  
 
 
 
Messy Church 

Closed until the coast is clear! 
 



 

 

WORSHIP 
 
 

Prayer Team 

Meets on Tuesday mornings at 9 am in the parlor. There is no requirement for stellar 
prayer ability (whatever that may be). This is a time to bring forward the prayers of 
our community and the world.  
 
Gigi’s Closet 

Is open for business!  
Please limit donations to only winter/spring items.  
The volunteers have a lot of sifting and sorting to do.  
Let’s help them in their task!  
Wednesdays: January 13 & 27 
          February 10 & 24 
Hours: 9 am—1 pm 
 
 
Thank You... 

...to Irma Fouch, Cristal Carpenter, Mike Carpenter and Mike Torrie for the tremen-
dous effort they put into the gorgeous Advent decorations. Most of the decorations 
were hand fashioned by the Carpenters and Irma Fouch. These help us connect with 
the story of Advent more deeply.  
 
...to Maxine Groner for setting the Communion Table for us each Communion Sun-
day, and especially twice this year on Christmas Eve.  
 
...to all of you who volunteer in worship. Thank you for your flexibility as we make our 
way in uncharted territory, using music videos and different ways of reading Scrip-
ture. This sure hasn’t been easy! 
 
...to Elaine and Irma for all of the tender and imaginative effort they put into making 
worship a good experience for the children.  
 
...to all of you who have been on committees this year, thank you for caring for the life 
and livelihood of this church.  
 
Mike and I thank you all for your Christmas wishes and gifts. It was a beautiful season 
of Advent and Christmas that we shared together with you.  

 



 

 

STUDY 
 

Adult Sunday School  

led by Mike Torrie 
Where: All studies take place in the parlor. 
Time: 8:45 am  
 

The winter lineup is:  

Words of Life, a six week study 
Dates: Sundays, January 10-February 14, 2021 

A deeper look into Words of Life:  
In this book of Scripture and inspiration, best selling author Adam Hamilton brings 
modern eyes to the most important set of ethics in history. He considers the com-
mandments in their historical context, considering the meaning of each command-
ment in Hebrew, unpacking how Jesus reinterpreted them, and showing how every 
thou-shalt-not was intended to point to a life-giving "thou shalt." He also explores 
how the latest research in science and psychology illuminates these commandments, 
rightly understood, as a way of ordering one's life beautifully in the present day. In a 
culture marked by workaholism, materialism, and social media-driven envy, God has 
given us a time-tested path that leads to gratitude, confidence, and peace. 
 

Lenten Study 

Why Easter Matters, a four-week study  
Dates: February 21-March 14 

A deeper look into Why Easter Matters: 
As believers in Christ, we all would like to say that we trust in God. We would all like 
to claim that we believe God has our best interests in mind and that obedience to him 
is the best pathway to finding joy, peace, and fulfillment in life. But the truth is that 
we often find ourselves actively resisting the very God in whom we say we trust.  
This was true of people even back in the days of first-century Israel when Jesus 
walked the earth. In this four-session study (study guide sold separately), pastor Andy 
Stanley explores the lives of some of these individuals and reveals how the story of 
Easter became real to them when they found themselves caught up in the events of 
Jesus' crucifixion and resurrection. These characters include figures in the Gospels 
such as: Joseph Caiaphas, Judas Iscariot, the two criminals on the crosses next to Je-
sus, and the disciples and other followers of Jesus, who found their world turned up-
side down when the one they believed to be the Messiah was first put to death . . . and 
then rose again. 

Sessions include:  

The High Cost of Following Christ (John 12:25) 
The Risk of Surrendering to God (Matthew 19:27) 
The God Who Can Be Trusted (Luke 23:39-41) 
The Foundation of Our Faith (Acts 1:8) 



 

 

STUDY 
 

The spring lineup 
 
March 21:  
UMC Discipleship Mini Study 

March 28: Palm Sunday 
A Mini Bible Study by Dan Schmiechen 

April 11-May 16: 
Mysteries of the Messiah  

A deeper look into Mysteries of the Messiah: 

Connections between the Old Testament and New Testament are vital in giving us a 
complete picture of God's plan for sending Jesus into the world as the Messiah. 
In the Gospel of Luke, we read how Jesus revealed this connection to two disciples on 
the road to Emmaus. They listened as Jesus explained, "beginning with Moses and the 
Prophets . . . what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself," and later asked 
themselves, "Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the 
road and opened the Scriptures to us?" (Luke 24:27,32). 
 
Too many of us today are likewise missing this connection. We are settling for just the 
New Testament or the Old Testament and not understanding how the Bible fits 
together as a whole to offer one complete picture of Jesus. Both the Old and New are 
God's priceless possessions . . . and neither one is more or less valuable than the other. 
However, together their value increases dramatically for both are needed in order for 
us to experience our full inheritance in God's kingdom and His beloved children. 
As Rabbi Jason unlocks these connections, participants will come to understand:  
• How the foundation of the Bible (The Torah) fits with the rest of Scripture 
• How the Torah answers the question of "who is the promised seed?" 

• How all of the Bible works to give a picture of the promise of Messiah 
What implications this has for their lives as the Old and New Testaments come 
together 

At the conclusion of  Mysteries of the Messiah we will take our summer 
hiatus. 

 

Children’s Sunday School 

Miss Elaine will continue to create solid discipleship-building activities for in-worship 
learning from stories based on Sunday morning readings. It has been good to see one 
another again! 
 
Congratulations to Jaimie and Sophie Gray who were baptized by water 
and the Spirit into Christ’s church on December 20, 2020!  
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 PERMIT NO. 7 

 

Follow 10 am Worship Services at 

KASL 1240 AM 

OR our website fumcnewcastle.com 

for recorded sermons 

Office hours: M-Th. 8 am– 12 pm 

Do call 307-746-4119 for any 

pastoral needs. 

. 

JANUARY 2: 
  BRUCE MARTENS 
  SHIRLEY BORGIALLI 
 *ROY & SHIRLEY BORGIALLI   
JANUARY 4: 
GRANT DARROW 
JANUARY 9: 
  ANNA LOGAN 
JANUARY 10: 
  HERB FRENCH 
JANUARY 14: 
   HUNTER McFARLIN 
JANUARY 15: 
  TOM CRUM 
JANUARY 18: 
  KENDRA BERTSCH 
JANUARY 19: 
  DEAN JOHNSON 
JANUARY 22: 
  SANDI SHOOK 
  CAROLINE ZERBST 

 
JANUARY 25: 
  KATHERINE L. TOWNSEND  
 JANUARY 26: 
  MYRA SHAW 
JANUARY 27: 
  ROGENE LONG 
JANUARY 30: 
 *TIM & PAULETTE  
   THOMPSON 
FEBRUARY 5: 
   LEROY DUMMER 
FEBRUARY 10: 
   JAMES DIXON 
FEBRUARY 11: 
   KATIE DOMINA 
   CODY DOMINA 
FEBRUARY 12: 
   KATIE DARROW 
FEBRUARY 13: 
   DON HANSEN 
   RICHARD EPPERSON 
FEBRUARY 14:  
   IRMA FOUCH   
   ANN COTTRELL 
 

 
FEBRUARY 1 
   COLLEEN POLLAT 
FEBRUARY 18: 
    TRINA BAIRD 
FEBRUARY 19: 
  *JIM & CINDY McDILL 
FEBRUARY 21: 
   IRENE TUNNELL 
FEBRUARY 23: 
   DON McCOLLEY 
FEBRUARY 26: 
   KALLIE TOWNSEND 
FEBRUARY 27: 
   ROD PETRANEK 
FEBRUARY 28: 
   ELIZABETH CUMMINGS 
   JUDY ANDERSON 
 WILLIAM RUSSELL 
 
 
 
 
 
*denotes anniversary 


